


One thing that makes humans unique is our ability to plan so that our dreams 
can become reality. Our dreams are unique as well. The common theme in all 
realized dreams is the planning to be successful. Education is the biggest 
piece of the plan.

Sometimes it’s formal education and sometimes it’s being willing to learn 
from mentors and the people around you.There is no doubt that learners 
yearn for success.

Dedicated learners seek success, but there are going to be some obstacles in 
the way. Financial is the biggest obstacle affecting pursuing higher education. 
One way of acquiring aid is through scholarships. Most scholarships 
require academic excellence, which can be very discouraging if you are not 
academically strong. There are scholarships that look beyond your academic 
excellence. What they look for are your qualities and abilities.

Community service scholarships are available to those that show extra 
care for their community and recognize your human qualities. If you need 
financial assistance then you can apply for the various community service 
scholarships available. 

HOW TO GET MONEY FOR
COLLEGE FROM VOLUNTEERING



The following are the 
top ten community 

scholarships you can apply 
for without necessarily 

having a high GPA.



This scholarship needs students who 
are hardworking in terms of what they 
contribute to their community.

If you are a community person and you 
like helping when needed, then you are 
suitable for this scholarship.

Hundreds of students are awarded this 
scholarship for colleges every year. 

The selected students are the 
representatives of all the 50 states, 
Washington DC and Puerto Rico. 

If you apply you can receive $2,500, 
$10,000 or $25,000 scholarship.

ELIGIBILITY

The following are the qualifications for applying 
for the scholarship

• You have to be capable of making and achieving 
your goals. You can demonstrate this through your 
achievements in school, community work or similar 
activities. They have to be those that lessen risk  
to the environment or financial security.

• You must be a senior in high school and you plan to 
attend an accredited four year or two year university 
or college in the United States.

• You have to be a US citizen or be staying there legally 
in one of the 50 states.

1. EQUITABLE EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP 



Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund 
funds students that are working 
for social change.

ELIGIBILITY

• Applicant needs to be a participant for a social 
and/or economic justice cause. You must also be 
able to do academic work at college or university.   
GPA does not have to be high, you just have to 
prove that you are able to do academic work both in 
university and college. You should also be active in 
progressive movement.

• Their most recent grantees are those that have been 
participating actively in the fight against homophobia, 
racism, sexism and all other forms of oppression.  
They have also been building the movement for 
economic justice, creating peace.

• For you to apply, you must have done these things 
only in the United States.

• The maximum grant available from the Davis-Putter 
Scholarship Fund every year is $15,000.

2. DAVIS-PUTTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND



If you reside in the Alliant Energy 
Communities then you can apply 
for this scholarship. 

The scholarship aims at reducing 
the stress that students living in the 
community face. 

They want you to focus more on your 
studies and assist you to make 
that happen.

ELIGIBILITY

• Be of age 24 or below.

• Be a dependent child of any Alliant Energy customer 
or be a customer yourself. 

• Your cumulative high school grade point should 
average between 2.50 and 4.00. The scholarship  
puts more emphasis on your community service 
leadership activities.

• Be residing in the Alliant Energy territory 
      when applying.

• You should be planning to join a full time or part time 
undergraduate course of study area accredited two or 
four year university or college, or vocational technical 
school located within the territory of Alliant Energy.

3. ALLIANT ENERGY COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP

Restriction
You cannot apply for this scholarship if 
you are related to an employee of Alliant 
energy. Whether directly or indirectly.



This scholarship is based on your 
achievement. You will be recognized 
for your capacity to lead, serve, and 
commitment to making a great change 
to your school and community.

4. COCA-COLA SCHOLARS PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP

ELIGIBILITY

You have to satisfy the following to apply for the 
Coca-Cola Scholars Program Scholarship:

• Be a student attending a high school in the United 
States (or select DoD schools).

• Be a citizen of the United States, a national of the 
US, permanent resident of the US, refugee, Asylees, 
Humanitarian Parolees or Cuban – Haitian Entrants. 
All these are based on the guidelines utilized by the 
U.S Department for Federal Financial Aid eligibility.

• You must be receiving a high school diploma during 
your current academic year.

• You have to be planning to pursue a degree at an 
accredited institution in the U.S after your secondary 
education.

Restrictions
You cannot apply if you fall in any of the 
following categories: 

• A child or grandchild of any employee, 
officer or an owner of Coca-Cola 
bottling companies, Company divisions, 
subsidiaries or The Coca-Cola Company.

• You cannot be an international student 
except for exempted students  
at DoD schools.

• A high school graduate

• A temporary resident



AmeriCorps offers a variety of service 
opportunities and along with that 
scholarships. 

The services rage from the classroom, 
outdoors and everything else related 
to them. The aim of AmeriCorps is to 
improve the lives of people and foster 
civic engagement.

All the members take their time to tend to 
critical community needs such as monitoring 
youth, fighting poverty, preparing for 
disasters, mentoring youth, increasing 
academic achievement and more.

5.  AMERICORPS NATIONAL CIVILIAN COMMUNITY CORPS

WHERE THE SCHOLARSHIP COMES IN

You have to satisfy the following to apply for the Coca-
Cola Scholars Program Scholarship:

One of the rewards that you get from serving with 
AmeriCorps is when you complete your service you get an 
educational award to help you pay for graduate school, 
college or to pay your student loans, or vocational training.



If you like doing community work 
or assisting those in need then you 
are suitable for the Bonner program.

6.  BONNER SCHOLARS PROGRAM

THE BONNER PROGRAM

Will provide you with a scholarship if you provide them 
with service. Every week you have to commit yourself to 
serve with the local community organization for the four 
years that you will be an undergraduate student with the 
campuses that are partners with Bonner.

As a bonner student you engage in training on leadership 
development and topics on social justice. All this aims at 
encouraging students to be aware of how the issues and 
problems of their communities affect their public policy 
and service work.

The scholarship program supports those who are not 
able to afford to attend college because of their financial 
needs. The Bonner program is up to date and satisfies 
the needs of the citizens of the US.

What you give back to bonner for the financial support 
they provide you is your service. You have to engage in 10 
hours of work every week of community service during 
the school year. That is equivalent to 140 hours per 
semester. You also engage for 280 hours every summer.



The popular Burger King also happens to 
provide community service scholarships. 
It was started to remember the founder 
of Burger King, James McLamore. 

The Scholarship has awarded 
scholarships of up to 35 million dollars to 
more than 33,000 high school students, 
employees and their families all over the 
United States, Puerto Rico and Canada 
since the year 2000.

In the year 2018 alone, the Burger King 
Scholarship managed to award more 
than 3,400 students. 

The scholarship grants start from $1,000 
to $50,000 to offset the cost of attending  
post-secondary vocational/technical 
schools and colleges.

7. BURGER KING SCHOLARS PROGRAM

ELIGIBILITY

The following are the things considered for you 
to be eligible:

• Grade point average.

• Work experience.

• Extracurricular activities.

• Community service.



DAV offers $75,000 in scholarships every 
year. DAV honors the young individuals 
that volunteer to assist the veterans 
of America. 

The youths that join DAV volunteer 
at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical centers to assist veterans in their 
local communities. 

As a DAV youth volunteer you will get 
a chance to make a difference to the lives 
of veterans. 

8. JESSE BROWN SCHOLARSHIP

ELIGIBILITY

• You must be 21 years or below.

• You must have volunteered a minimum of 100 hours 
in service of veterans.

• You can only use the scholarship on an accredited 
institution of higher learning. They include vocational 
schools, community colleges, universities etc.

• You must use the scholarship to the maximum before 
you reach the age of 25 or within 6 years after you 
have received the scholarship.



The Boettcher Foundation Scholarship 
is for high school seniors of Colorado. 

The scholarship will cover your tuition, 
books for eight semesters and fees.  

This is applicable to only approved Colorado 
four year colleges or universities.

9. BOETTCHER FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

ELIGIBILITY

• You must have graduated or you are graduating from 
Colorado senior high school.

• You must have lived in Colorado for your junior and 
senior years of high school.

• You have to be a legal citizen, a legal permanent 
resident, or if you meet the previous two requirements 
and you are already in the process of applying for 
citizenship, legal status or lawful presence during 
the time of Boettcher selection. You must provide 
documentation that proves you have successfully 
completed the process.



This scholarship awards 500 
four-year scholarships to the highest 
rated applicants. 

You do not need to worry because the 
completion is not an exam. It tests your 
abilities as an individual. 

The purpose of the competition is to 
determine who is best fitting for 
the scholarship.

Male and female compete separately 
in the contest.

10. ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION MOST 
      VALUABLE STUDENT COMPETITION

ELIGIBILITY

To qualify for the Most Valuable Student scholarship you 
must meet the following:

• You must be pursuing a four – year degree, on a full 
time basis. This is a minimum of 12 semester hours. 
You must be pursuing the degree in the United States 
colleges or universities.

• Your scholarship becomes active after your full-time 
enrollment in an accredited college or university in 
the United States.

• You must be a current high school senior. High school 
graduates are not eligible.

• You must be a citizen of the United States on the 
date your application is submitted; permanent legal 
resident status does not qualify.

• You must have taken either the ACT or SAT

• Note: You do not have to be a member (or the 
dependent of a member) of the Elks to qualify.



• AXA Achievement Scholarship

• Brower Youth Awards

• Eagle Scout Scholarship

• GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship

• Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes

• James Beard Foundation Scholarship

• LULAC National Scholarship Fund General Awards

• National Honor Society Scholarship Program

• Prudential Spirit of Community Awards

• Tyler/Grandmaison MELMAC Scholarship

• Yes, I Can Council for Exceptional Children Award

• Albert Shanker UFT College Scholarship Fund

• Columbus Citizens Foundation College Scholarship Program

• Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship Program

• Davidson Fellowships

• Financial Services Center of New York Scholarship Program

• Tylenol Future Care Scholarship

• Thurgood Marshall College Scholarship Fund

• Stanley O. McNaughton Community Service Award

• Siemens Foundation Scholarship

• Ronald McDonald House Charities US Scholarships

• Ron Brown Scholarships

That is not the end of it. The list continues for financial help through Community Service Scholarships...

OTHER AVAILABLE COMMUNITY 
SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS WORTHY 
OF CONSIDERATION



Common Mistakes 
To Avoid When Applying 

For Scholarships

One obvious mistake that many people make is “not applying at all” for whatever reasons. 
This often is the result of just being so busy with school work, extracurricular activities, 

community service (AKA life) that the opportunity to apply slips by. 

Here are some top 5 mistakes that students make when applying for scholarships, 
accompanied with the possible solutions for each.



Not answering the essay is one of the most 
common mistakes that students make 
when applying for scholarships. 
First, you can fail to submit an essay.

Secondly, you might be tempted to use one 
standard essay when making multiple 
applications. 

In this case, you’ll limit your chances 
since scholarship committees only look 
for essays that answer the set question.

1. FAILING TO ANSWER THE SET ESSAY QUESTION

SOLUTION

Ensure you do your research well, especially if you are 
not conversant with the essay topic. If the rules allow, 
you can engage your tutor in polishing and ensuring your 
answer is relevant to the topic.  

Also, tools like Altruize (Altruize App) have a journaling 
feature so that you can capture your thoughts and 
emotions regarding your community service experience 
as it’s happening. 

It allows for a smoother writing process since you have 
a place to reference your journey from Freshman year.



Be it grammatical errors or an essay 
written out-of-topic, submitting an essay 
with mistakes is something that every 
student who aspires to secure a scholarship 
opportunity must avoid.

It is a common error, especially when you 
make your submissions close to 
the deadline.

2. SUBMITTING AN ESSAY WITH MISTAKES

SOLUTION

Proofread your essay and even engage friends and 
relatives where applicable, to help you polish it. 

There are several grammar checkers like Grammarly that 
can help you edit your essay professionally.



When making your applications, you 
might end up being overwhelmed and 
miss the deadline. 

Committees are often made up of 
volunteers with limited time. 

Also, they need to make decisions in 
a timely fashion for funding purposes 
which means they can’t even review 
the late submissions.

3. FAILING TO MEET THE DEADLINE

SOLUTION

Mark your calendar and set aside the time to complete 
the application.  

Talk to others that have applied for scholarships and 
counselors to get an idea of how long the application 
process takes and plan accordingly.



You might have answered the essay 
question on-point and corrected every 
grammatical error, but you aren’t 
safe yet! 

The truth is, the review committee will 
only select candidates who are able to 
captivate them with the quality 
and creativity of their essays.

4. FAILURE TO CAPTURE THE ATTENTION
    OF YOUR AUDIENCE

SOLUTION

Everything about your application should be interactive, 
lively and precise. Avoid extremely long sentences that 
can bore or confuse the reader.

To have them review your application to the end, ensure 
you add quotes and illustrations where possible. 
This will set you apart from other applicants.

The Altruize volunteer transcript creation process allows 
you to be creative through different graph options 
for showcasing your community service. 



Do you have the urge to apply for every 
scholarship that you come across? Well, 
it’s perfectly fine to apply for several, but 
remember that for every scholarship, 
there’s always an eligibility criteria. 

You may be in a rush to submit your 
application that you lack the time to
go through the requirements of each. 

There are so many opportunities 
worldwide, but if you don’t take your 
time to see whether you meet the 
qualifications, you may just be wasting 
your time.

Even if your essay is the best of all 
essays submitted, it will most probably 
be trashed.

SOLUTION

Start researching now!  Keenly go through the section 
containing the eligibility criteria for every scholarship 
before you submit an application.

Don’t waste your time applying if it doesn’t suit you. 

You can check out scholarship listings and databases 
for the most suitable opportunities.

5. APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
    FOR WHICH YOU DON’T QUALIFY 



1. What types of scholarships are available?
There are so many scholarships available worldwide. Full scholarships cover tuition fee as well as 
sustenance, whereas partial scholarships only cater for tuition fees. They vary with the discipline 
and have different eligibility criteria.

2. What are my chances of securing a scholarship?
Your chances of gaining a scholarship are determined by other factors besides you meeting 
the qualifications. The effort you put into coming up with a high-quality essay and meeting the 
deadline play an essential role.

3. How do I find scholarship opportunities?
First, checking your preferred University’s website or prospectus is one sure way of coming 
across scholarships that you can apply for. Secondly, you can use search services such as 
InternationalScholarships.com. Another popular search service is FastWeb.com, where you can 
also find relevant opportunities.  Finally, you can check out government websites for student 
funding available.

4. Can I make an application for a University specific scholarship before I am 
accepted into that University?
That depends on your desired university. Some may allow you to secure a university chance before 
you gain a scholarship, on condition that you communicate as soon as possible if the scholarship 
fails. They may also allow you to get other sources of funding. However, most universities would 
only let you apply for a fully-funded program.

5. How can I make applications for international scholarships?
Organizations, universities and governments offering scholarship opportunities often have them 
listed on their websites. You can check out these listings, as they come with the application 
instructions. In most cases, applications are done online.

6. How do I find out if I meet the qualifications?
The scholarship listings often come with clearly defined eligibility criteria. You can find out from 
this section to know whether you qualify or not. Eligibility could be with regard to geographical 
location/nationality, field of study and grades, among others.

ESSAY APPLICATION FAQS



7. What should I submit when applying?
You should submit a completed application form, which applies to all scholarships. Other than 
that, you may also need to submit a transcript indicating your grades, letter(s) of recommendation 
as well as an essay on the set scholarship question/topic. You can also attach any other relevant 
documents that show your level of need such as proof of disability or anything else required by 
the provider. Volunteer transcripts with verified community service activities, like the ones created 
through the Altruize App, are valuable to stand out.  

8. What should my scholarship essay entail?
Whatever you include, ensure it answers the scholarship question and makes you stand out from 
the rest of the applicants. Prove to the scholarship providers why you deserve the scholarship 
and that it’s not a waste of resources investing in you. Bring out the best in you!

9. When should I apply for study abroad scholarships?
It is best to apply as soon as the scholarship opportunity of interest is open for submission. Most 
scholarship deadlines come close to one another, which means you need to plan yourself properly. 
Jot down the available scholarships and mark them in your calendar, probably one year or a few 
months in advance. 

10. Where can I find help with the scholarship application letter?
There is a lot of free information online on how to write the best scholarship application letters 
and essays, make use of those.

11. How do I avoid scholarship scams?
If the deal is too good, think twice. It is advisable to stick to authority sites such as government 
websites and reputable organizations or schools, when hunting for scholarship opportunities. 
‘Guaranteed scholarships’ or those that require you to pay some money before being awarded 
should be a no-go zone when seeking to avoid scam.  



• Plan ahead

• Carefully go through the instructions

• Be precise and on-point

• Proofread your application

• Understand your audience

• Show your strength and clarify your weak points

• Request for recommendation letters

• Have verified volunteer transcripts

• Submit your application in good time

• Get professional help with your essay if you must

• Ask for help from the provider where necessary

Below are some quick tips that will see you scoop that scholarship award and set you apart from 
every other applicant:

QUICK TIPS FOR WINNING
A SCHOLARSHIP



www.Altruize.com

Helping Volunteers Prove Their Impact
WITH LESS PAPERWORK

DOWNLOAD THE
ALTRUIZE APP

START TRACKING &
VERIFYING YOUR EFFORT

NOW YOU CAN
PROVE YOUR IMPACT
Grab a report token and create a variety of

reports. Give yourself a competitive edge

when applying for college or a job.

Begin recording the impact you’re making in

your community. Invite nonprofits to verify

the activity of your efforts.

Setup your account for free

and become a member of the

Altruize Tribe!


